WAR SITUATION

A SPEECH TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
DECEMBER n, 1941

December n.   Germany> and Italy declared war on the United States
of America, who immediately accepted the challenge.

[December u, 1941.
A GREAT many things of far-reaching  and  fundamental
importance have happened in the last few weeks.   Most of
them have happened in the last few days, and I think it opportune
to give the House the best account I can of where we stand and
how we are.
I will begin with the Battle of Libya. A lot of people in easy
positions have been very much down upon the Military Spokesman
in Cairo. They accuse him of having taken unduly favourable views
of our position at different times. I am not going to apologize for
the Military Spokesman at Cairo. I have read every day the state-
ments he has made, and I have also read all the reports which come
continually from the front. I think the Military Spokesman in
Cairo has been pretty well justified in what he has said, having
regard to how things stood, or seemed to stand, at each moment
when he said it. Of course, it is quite a difficult thing to have a
Military Spokesman at all. It would be much more convenient to
the military Commander to remain quite silent. But then it is said,
" Are we to know nothing of what is going on ? Is it to be kept to
a small secret circle ? Is nothing to be told to the public, is nothing
to be told to the Empire, is nothing to be told to the Army ? "
Remember, there is a very great army in the Middle East. Only a
small part of it is able to fight in this Battle of Libya, but all are
watching with very great interest what occurs. I do not think
that you could go on the basis of fighting for three weeks or a month
with no information being given by our side except in very guarded
communiques, and the only stories being told coming out from the
enemy, who are not always entirely truthful in their accounts.
Therefore, I am in favour of the Military Spokesman in Cairo, and